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Message from Miss Fisher 
 
On Monday, the children (and adults!) had a very exciting day. We spent the whole day      

learning about the author Julia Donaldson and participated in many activities linked to her     

stories.  

 

KS1 looked at 4 different stories and participated in such fun activities such as making potions; 

creating wooden spoon story characters; sculpting clay fish and even painting spaceships. 

 

KS2 studied the book ‘Zog’ and had a whole day themed around dragons. It was fiercely fun! 

We designed our very own dragons; planned and drew our own dragon animations and then 

finished the day getting messy making dragon eyes.  

 

What was impressive was the way in which the children worked together and supported each 

other. We talk about kindness every day at Newtown because it really is the most important skill 

in life. The children were mixed up into different year groups and worked with younger/ older 

children that they wouldn’t normally get to learn with – they were incredible and gave each 

other encouragement and help when needed. A big thankyou to the teachers and teaching 

assistants who made this day happen (we are looking forward to planning another day like this 

in the near future!). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

Healthy eating 
Recently, we have noticed that children’s packed lunches are including chocolate bars 

and sweets. Please can we ask you not to include these items in your child’s packed 

lunch, but to save them as an occasional treat to have at home. Similarly, children 

should only be bringing fruit or vegetables to have as their snack at morning break time. 
 
Whether squeezing it in before the school run in the morning or before bed on busy  

midweek evenings, preparing your child's lunchbox can seem like just another thing on 

the list. School meals are a great choice, but if you do make a packed lunch for your 

child, then why not have a look at the healthier lunchbox ideas and tips below. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

156 children had 100% attendance in the last week, you are awesome!     

 

 Chestnut class were the best at being in & on time every day last week.   

 

Well done Chestnut Class! 

 

7 Penalty Notice Applications have been made  so far this  academic year. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Please take a look at the list of entitlement criteria for applying for free school meals. If you are entitled to 

any of the items in the list, you should put in your application to Wiltshire Council: 

www.wiltshire.gov.uk/schools-learning-free-school-meals 

 

 If you think you are  eligible, you should put in a claim even if your child currently gets Universal free 

school meals because they are in Years R - Y2.  This is because there are other benefits that can be 

claimed, for example supermarket vouchers for the  holidays and discounts for residential trips, etc. You 

can still register for free school meals even if your child doesn't want a meal every day! 

 

• Income-based Job Seekers Allowance (Not contribution based JSA) 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (Not contribution based ESA) 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999—National Asylum Seekers Support 

(NASS) 

• The guarantee element of State Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (you must not be entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual income (as 

assessed by HM Revenue & Customs) that does not exceed £16,190 (April 2012) 

• Working Taz Credit ‘Run On’ - payment you receive for a further four weeks after you stop qualifying 

for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more that £7,400 as       

assessed by earning from up to three of your most recent assessment periods) 

 

If you currently receive Working Tax Credit (other than ‘Run On’) you are not eligible to claim. 

 

 

 

If you use our Breakfast Club and / or Wraparound Care, or are considering using it in 

the future, you may be eligible for the government Tax Free Childcare scheme. 

 

Tax-Free Childcare - GOV.UK  

 

Other schemes are also available to help reduce childcare costs. The find out which 

ones are suitable to your  situation, click on the calculator below. 

 

Check what help you could get with childcare costs - GOV.UK  

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/schools-learning-free-school-meals
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
https://www.gov.uk/childcare-calculator




Dates  for Diary 
 
 

28.01.2025 Beech & Cedar Class swimming  

14.02.2025 Last day of term 

24.02.2025 First day of term 4-children back to school 

01.05.2025 Beech & Cedar Carymoor trip 

 
Anastasia, Otis, 
Ash, Khaleesi, 

Winnie, 
Libby & Ola 


